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The Pylon Racer’s Official Voice 
 

NMPRA 
HIGH PERFORMANCE 

 

NATIONAL MINIATURE PYLON RACING ASSOCIATION ∙ SINCE 1965 ∙ AMA AFFILIATED ∙ october 2018 
 

 

President’s Corner 
by Trey Witte 
The 2018 season is quickly 
coming to an end.  Just a 
few more races are left.  
See the schedule below to 
find a race near you and 
sign up!! 
2019 Race Schedule 
CD’s need to start looking 
toward 2019 now and get 
your dates to Mike Helsel.  
With new venues coming 
online, dates will be taken 
up quickly.  Please be 
mindful of competitions 
that have had the same 
date for many years and do 
not overlap.  If there are 

any concerns, call up the 
CD and talk it though.  
Include Mike Helsel in these 
conversations. 
2019 NMPRA Q40 
Championship race 
The 2019 NMPRA Champ 
race is scheduled to be on 
the West coast.  I have 
posted the call out for 
venues to submit bids for 
the race on the Forum.  As 
soon as the timeframe 
closes, I will bring the bids 
to the Board to vote on the 
location.  I will post the 
results on the Forum. 
District 8 VP 

I am still looking for a new 
District 8 Vice President.  If 
you live in Arkansas, 
Kansas, Louisiana, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, or 
Texas, please consider 
stepping up and joining the 
NMPRA board.   
NMPRA Officers 
No new nominations were 
submitted so the NMPRA 
board shall stay in office. 

 
 

Until next time…. 
Pull Harder!! 
 
Trey 
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DISTRICT NEWS 

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
District 1: Tom Hegland 
No article submitted for publication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
District 2: Matt Russell 
No article submitted for publication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

  

 
 

 
High Performance Information 

Information Submittal  Race Announcement Policy 
High Performance is 
published 6 times per 
year. Information for 
publication can be 
forwarded to: 

Newsletter Editor  High Performance will publish announcements of 
upcoming races free of charge, on first come, and 
space available basis. Also, camera ready copy no 
larger than 7.5" wide by 2.5" high (border 
dimension). Copy must be received by the Editor 
no later than the 25th of the month preceding 
newsletter publication. 

Linda Brogdon  
5251 Hermitage Drive  
Powder Springs, GA 30127  
770-421-8838  
brogdonlh@comcast.net  

If possible, please submit information in Microsoft Word format  
   

Advertising Rates 
Rates are for camera ready artwork. Artwork, 
composition and typesetting will be charged at 
cost. Printable are 7.5"x10", lpi=133, halftone 
permitted. Ads for upcoming issues must be 
received by no later than the 25th of the month 
preceding newsletter publication. 

 Description Size  Single Annual 
 Full Page 7.5” x 10"  $50 $275 
 1/2 Page 7.5" x 5"  $35 $180 
 1/4 Page 7.5" x 2.5"  $20 $95 
 Business Card 3.625"x 2.375” $10 $45 
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DISTRICT NEWS 

  

  

  

 

 
 
 
 
District 3: Randy Smith 
 
We began late and ended early.  That’s how our racing season went in 
District 3.  We mustered only three race contests this summer.  
Edmonton, Calgary, and Saskatoon hosted races while Medicine Hat 
cancelled due to lack of club helpers.  Regina continues to be off the 
roster going on a few years now for the same reason.  I suspect we 
will have to do more travelling now to get enough racing to satisfy our 
need for speed. 
At the last race of the season in Saskatoon, we scheduled a two-day 426 event.  Day 1 concluded with 
Ted Ellefson and daughter-caller, Jillian, capturing first place with a perfect day of all wins!  Roy 
Andrassy placed second, and Randy Smith took third in a very exciting fly-off with Hank Kauffmann.  
Day 2 was blown out by brisk prairie winds.  We had lunch and all went home. 
On Saturday evening, the district celebrated the brief but fun racing season by hosting a year-end 
chicken BBQ with all the fixin’s.  There was even PIE for dessert.  We decided to spend district money 
on the BBQ for all pilots and callers rather than award a few trophies to the same old guys again this 
year.  This format seemed to be popular and appreciated by all. 
District 3 Season Results 
District 3 in Canada finished up its last race of the season in Medicine Hat, AB.  The Medicine Hat RC'ers 
hosted a two-day 426 contest.  Many thanks to Al Kramer and the Medicine Hat club.  The club did a 
great job of hosting the event and judging the pylons for us.  A special thanks to Mike Saucier and Ed 
Codding for performing the duties of starter out in the blazing hot sun for two days. 
 
The district winners fell out as follows: 
 
426 
 1.  Roy Andrassy                    Calgary 
 2.  Randy Smith                     Calgary 
 3.  Kevin Umbach                  Edmonton 
 
422 
 1.  Roy Andrassy                    Calgary 
 2.  Hank Kauffmann               Calgary 
 3.  Doug Houston                  Calgary 
 
The grand champion for combined best performance in both 426 and 422 was Roy Andrassy. 
 
NMPRA Champ Race 
Randy Smith and Alan Umbach from our district travelled 1500 miles from Alberta to the Mile High Q40 
Champ race near Littleton, Colorado.  This was my first time to Colorado (in the summer) and to race 
pylon.  I have to say it was a very enjoyable race.  The mood was light and fun.  The organization was 
top notch and the racing was exciting.  Forty-eight competitors battled it out in the hot, dry, and THIN 
air of Colorado.  Some measurements of density altitude reached nearly 8000’ above sea level at times.  
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Most were successful in making adjustments to the motor and propeller to account for these local 
conditions.  The thing was it was an even playing field for everyone so there were no excuses. 
After nine rounds of racing Al Umbach finished in a very respectable tenth place.  I was tied for fourth 
place with Mike Langlois and Eddie Jump.  After agreeing to decide placing based on fast times, I 
dropped to sixth place. 
Many thanks to Hank Diepenbroek and all of the JEFCO Aeromod’lers for putting on a great race.  The 
pylon judging and starters were excellent.  Smiley fed the crew with a Mile High lunch second to none, 
and the overall racing facility was superb.  Thanks guys!  I’ll be back the next time you host the Champ 
Race. 
 
 

 
Randy Smith and Alan Umbach of District 3 take home hardware  
to Alberta Canada from the Mile High Q40 Champ race 

 
Randy Smith 
Pylon.guy@shaw.ca  
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DISTRICT NEWS 

 
 

 

  

  

District 4: Travis Elbert 
 
 
 
Hello Fellow NMPRA Members, 
 
Racing season is all but over here in Montana and 
building season is on its way. 
 
Twin Falls Idaho's Magic Valley Aeromodelers held 
their first sanctioned race on August 4th and 5th.  
Olen Foreman was the CD and did a fantastic job.  
The two-day race brought in eight racers from 
Montana, Idaho, Washington and Canada.  They 
have a very nice flying site, lots of wildlife to 
watch, and plenty of room for 5th wheels and 
trailers.  Prizes were donated and raffled at the 
race including a Little Toni Ef1 kit and a very nice 
Taylor Craft. The race results are as follows: 
 
424      Points
 Fast Time 
 

1. Matt Russell    15 
 1:26.87 

2. Allie Russell    13 
3. Bryan Wood    11 
4. Leon Elbert     9 
5. Charles Swaney    6 
6. Chris Baker     5 
7. Bryan Differdaffer    4 
8. Shane Elbert     3 

 
426      Points
 Fast Time 
 

1. Shane Elbert    15 
 1:09.12 

2. Allie Russell    14 
3. Brian Differdaffer   10 
4. Matt Rusell     7 
5. Leon Elbert     5 
6. Charles Swaney    4 
7. Bryan Wood     1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ef1       Points 
 Fast Time 
 

1. Allie Russell    15 
2. Shane Elbert    14 

 1:14.16 
3. Matt Russell    13 
4. Bryan Differdaffer    10 
5. Travis Elbert    10 
6. Leon Elbert     8 
7. Charles Swaney    8 
8. Bryan Wood     6 

 
Special thank you to Bryan Wood for facilitating 
this race. 
In other news GR7 and Denight Special Ef1 are 
now available through Shane Elbert 
 
 
Travis A Elbert 
District 4 VP  
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DISTRICT NEWS 

  

  

  

District 5: Jim Nikodem  
 
Just wanted to start this with a low cost, simple way to run a race.  
We are all used to all the fancy electronics and instant feedback, but 
the Minnesota guys have been doing it a super simple way with three 
workers for many years now.  First, all you need is three pylons, a bit 
of chain link fence to protect the starter, four walkie talkies, and a big 
clock with only a second hand.  You also need only three workers.  
Got your attention? 
 
Here is how it works.  The clock starts, and the launch occurs when 
everyone is ready or, at the latest, when the minute is up.  Fliers fly ten laps and the starter keeps track 
of finish order.  After the race, the starter gets the cuts from the pylon judges.  Two cuts is a zero.  One 
cut puts you at the bottom for that heat.  They do not keep track of who passes whom; they keep it 
simple.  If two airplanes have one cut, finishing order is dictated by finish order.  Nice and simple. 
 
The starter can be the same person all day, or the fliers can rotate who does the starter duties.  At the 
end of the day, point ties are flown off.  Simple, no times, and no disputes or equipment problems. 
The Minnesota crowd can easily adapt to the more complex system the rest of us use, but their system 
uses almost no equipment and uses 5 fewer workers.  It’s low tech, but accomplishes the same goal - 
fun and competitive racing.  Perfect for a club wanting give three-pole racing a try.  
 

 
 
Just wanted to highlight one of our top racers in District 5, Daniel Troup from the Cincinnati RC Club.  
He has been racing for I think four years now, starting at age 14.  In those few years he has flown 
every event except 1/4 40.  He typically does the Iron Man at local contests (all three events on 
Saturday).  The NATS is a local contest for our district, and Daniel has participated in the last three.  
Last year he came in second at the NATS in EF1!!!  I could go on and on about Daniel’s 
accomplishments so far, but I have never seen a racer more focused than Daniel.  He is a great 
competitor with many accomplishments ahead of him.  Congratulations Daniel for all you have done, 
and we look forward to your bright future ahead.  
Jim Nikodem 
22v 
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DISTRICT NEWS 

  

  

  

 

District 6: Peter Tani 
 
Hello all, 
 
More good timing.  I write on the day following the final 2018 district 
6 race that I am aware.  Great fun and even greater racing. 
   
This year’s obvious success is marked by our August two-day “Pete 
Reed Barefoot Showdown.”  Thank you Ralph Rinaldi for your super-
human capacity and effort while being the events contest director.  
Thank you too to all who worked hard.  Thinking it was a very well 
received and successful event over all.  It was a great gift that I was able to overlap a little with Pete.  
At our August race, a small and well-populated temporary shrine was assembled with a few artifacts 
and pictures in an effort to commemorate and honor the person for whom that the event is named.  A 
great part of this work was done with the help and quiet leadership of current NCRCC activities director 
and former racer Irv Thurrott.  Knowing Pete, I think he would have preferred a little less fuss being 
made about his contributions to east coast racing, and I know that he would also likely forgive us all in 
the end.  Thank you Irv T for thinking to put together this small commemorative.  Special thanks to all 
who traveled great distances to attend.   
 

 
 
Our most recent race was sponsored by the Salem RC Propbusters and their former president and 
current racer Dennis Duplice.  Thank you Dennis.  It is his club and his membership that possesses the 
greatest consistent strength for workers and not sure his secret and would still like to learn.  With 
Dennis’s help we even managed to recruit their local club’s starter and assistant starter for two days at 
our August event.  Thank you to all these individuals.   
 
Attendance of yesterday’s Salem race was not spectacular but ample and by direct observation was 
enough for a successful and very enjoyable event:  We had ten in AMA 426 and thirteen in AMA 424.  
Our current race matrix producer/ computer hauler and recent Nat’s overall champion was unable to 
attend.  He passed our regional race computer back to me for the day.  I am glad to have the chance to 
run the race computer once in a while so that I do not lose sufficient skill to run a race matrix when 
required and as necessary.  It is always a good idea to have a back-up plan.  
  
As a general rule we do not allow teams in AMA 426.  With a limited number of racers we run a better 
race matrix with an “every racer for himself” approach.  This time with only thirteen in AMA 424, I tried 
to limit teams in general and in addition tried to limit individual team numbers to only two members per 
team.  By happenstance, my race partner was also unable to attend, and I did not race with a dedicated 
partner but elected rather to pick up a caller race by race. 
   
We also ran three rather than four lanes and with thirteen entries, the last two heats of every round 
had only two scheduled competitors.  (I.E.: 3, 3, 3, then 2 & 2 makes 13 racers a round)  With normal 
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attrition there were many match races especially toward the end of the event.  With no dedicated caller 
myself and my choice of any available caller, I chose Lloyd Burnham for several match races that I knew 
would be extremely close.  This resulted in some very enjoyable one-on-one races against many whom 
I have battled for years.  It was extremely enjoyable I think too for those competitors who were just 
watching, and I imagine that Lloyd was pleased to see and call for his former student while battling his 
now current peers in some very tight racing.  Thank you Bill Glode, Michael Fiorito and Mike Masi for 
some great, close and extremely enjoyable racing.  
  
I had a chance to take a look at Leo Nordell’s most recent jacket.  Spectacular!  Thank you Joyce H. and 
Terry F. for supporting the youngest in our fold.  Very thankful for both of your support for things racing 
in general and especially for your support at the national level. 
   
One of the district 6 low points for things racing in 2018 was the generally uncooperative weather.  Our 
very first 2018 race, the Ellington Spring race planned for May 6, 2018, was cancelled in advance due to 
inclement weather.  In general, four out of seven local club events were also affected by weather this 
year.  For two events,  1) the Pete Reed two-day race and  2) the “Nutmeg State Electric Fly-In” I will 
argue that the rain was part of the overall entertainment value, especially due to its intensity and that 
we are blessed with a very free-draining soil at our flying field and also, thankfully, reasonably good 
weather thereafter.  Of course both these events could have benefited by perfect weather but there is 
always something to be said for the ability to deal with adversity in the immediate.  Thank you to all 
that persevered our kooky New England weather.  
  
Another short coming was poor attendance at our planned Wintonbury race.  Hoping for better in the 
very near future. 
 
Peter Tani   23J 
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DISTRICT NEWS 

  

  

  

 

 
 
District 7: Scotty Smithwick 
No article submitted for publication. 
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DISTRICT NEWS 

  

  

  

 

  
  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
District 8: 
No article submitted for publication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
District 9: Alejandro Vazquez  
No article submitted for publication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
District 10: Joe Luxford 
No article submitted for publication. 
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AMA - 422 
Points & Standings 

  

  

  

422 Points: Gary James 

 
 .  
  
  

2018 Events 
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AMA - 426 
Points & Standings 

  

  

  

 

426 Points: Doug Scherrer 
 
 
 

2018 Events 
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AMA - 424 
Points & Standings 

  

  

  

 

424 Points: Trey Witte  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

2018 Events 
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NMPRA EF-1 
Points & Standings 

  

  

  

 

EF1 Points: Dan Kane 

2018 Events 
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NMPRA : 2018 
RACE SCHEDULE 

  

  

  

National Contest Coordinator: Mike Helsel 
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NMPRA SPONSORS 

  

  

  

 

 
 

Randy Ritch  
(281) 701-3121 www.ritchsbrew.com 
(713) 661-5458 srritch@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

DCRC 
http://www.darrolcady.com/ 

dcady@pacifier.com 
PH:(360)-903-3520 

“FOR ALL YOUR RACING NEEDS” 

 
 

   

 
bdechastel@bigpond.com 
www.bigbruceracing.com 

 

 

 
Bridge_521@charter.net 

 

   

 

PMP 

Performance Model Products 

Dennis O’Brien 

(407)619-5191 
 

  
hm.racing@sasktel.net 

 

Phone: (306) 892-4216 
 

http://hmracinginc.com/index.php 
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NMPRA SPONSORS 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

Domestic: 
(708) 246-3730 
 

International: 
++1 (708) 246-3730 
 

Domestic Fax: 
(708) 246-6734 
 
International Fax: 
++1 (708) 246-6734 
 

General Email: 
info@merlinglowplugs.com 

 

   

 

Mike Langlois 

 

6024 Smithwood Rd. 
Liberty, NC 27298 
 
PO Box 216 
Julian, NC 27283 

 
Tel No: (336) 685-0016 

Fax: (336) 685-9195 

Email: ml@aeroprecisionmachine.com 
 

   

 

 

 
www.cmadracing.com  

   

Q-500Racing.com 
HOME OF THE R200 & R140    

Q-500 RACERS. 
Randy Etken 

R140Racer@msn.com  (952)445-8652  
 

 

MASTER LINE 
PRODUCTS 

Home of The MASTER TACH, racing tachometer 
 

Allen Booth 
Rcflyer39@hotmail.com   (260)312-3185 

 
 



 

 

 

2017 NMPRA Membership Application 
Please check all appropriate boxes. 
       
☐ New Member ☐ I am a Current Contest Director 
☐ Renewal ☐ Donate Excess Remitted Monies to the FAI Team Fund 
☐ Change Address       

 

      
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________ Phone (Home):________________________ 
 

Mail Address:_____________________________________________________________ Phone (Cell):__________________________ 
 

City:_____________________________________________ State:_______________________________ ZIP: ______________ 
 

Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy) : ______________ AMA Number: ___________________________ NMPRA Number: ________________ 
 

Occupation: ___________________________ E-Mail Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 

I Currently Fly: ☐ Q40 I am purchasing: ☐ Renewal membership with Internet Newsletter---------- $25 

 ☐ Q500  ☐ New membership with Internet Newsletter---------------- $15 

 ☐ FAI ☐ Club 40  ☐ USA membership with Mailed Newsletter----------------- $40 

 ☐ Electric ☐ E-F1  ☐ Outside USA membership with Mailed Newsletter------ $50 

   ☐ Additional _____NMPRA Sticker Sheet(s) (Red)------- $2 each 

Make Check Payable  to : NMPRA  ☐ Additional _____NMPRA Sticker Sheet(s) (White)----- $2 each 
          
I Currently Wear ________ size shirt Mail to: Secretary / Treasurer    
  Scott Hartman     
I Would Like the Following NMPRA Sticker ☐ Red 912 Plains Drive     
Sheet with my 2017 Paid Membership: ☐ White Fritch, TX 79036     
        

 

NMPRA OFFICERS 
 

President District 4 VP District 9 VP AMA – 422 Points Coordinator 
Trey Witte Travis Elbert Alex Vazquez Gary James 
15309 Bexley Place Box 53 Carr. Guadalajara-Colotlan PO Box 1474 
Mint Hill, NC 28227 Jefferson City, MT 74316 No. 7, 201Colonia Extramuros Weatherford, TX 76086 
704-807-1644 406-933-5684 45200 Zapopan, Jalisco, Mexico 817-689-3778 
treywitte1@gmail.com  5233-3633-3074 gsjames@earthlink.net 
 District 5 VP alejandro@temosa.com.mx  
Secretary/Treasurer Jim Nikodem  AMA – 426 Points Coordinator 
Scott Hartman 736 Silk Oak Lane District 10 VP Doug Scherrer 
912 Plains Drive Crystal Lake, IL  60014 Joe Luxford 15353 W 150th Terrace 
Fritch, TX 79036 847-471-2566 +61-419-517096 Olathe, KS 66062 
sahartman21@hotmail.com jdnikodem@juno.com Jluxford@luxford.com.au 913-568-1103 
   happyinbwg@hotmail.com 
District 1 VP District 6 VP NMPRA Webmaster  
Tom Hegland Peter Tani Bernie Vanderleest AMA – 424 Points Coordinator 
3430 May Lane PO Box 1544 1711 Heinze Drive  
San Jose, CA 95124 Vernon, CT 06066 Racine, WI 53406  
408-369-1413 peter@peterdavidtani.com 262-995-8110  
t.hegland@sbcglobal.net  web@nmpra.org  
    
District 2 VP District 7 VP Newsletter Editor  
Matt Russell Scotty Smithwick Linda Brogdon NMPRA - EF1 Points Coordinator 
28128 N. Perry Road 12201 Shiloh Acres Drive 5251 Hermitage Drive Dan Kane 
Chattaroy, WA 99003 Clermont, FL 34715 Powder Springs, GA 30127 1703 W. Grove 
509-869-6300 870-421-4864 770-421-8838 Arlington Heights, IL 60005 
matt@warusells.com airplanescotty@gmail.com brogdonlh@comcast.net 847-878-4161 
   kanedjr@hotmail.com 
District 3 VP District 8 VP Newsletter Publisher  
Randy Smith  Robert King  
111 Hawkhill Place NW  3453 Iroquois Ave.  
Calgary, AB Canada  Long Beach, CA  90808  
403-605-5681  562-618-7335  
pylon.guy@shaw.ca  kingconsulting@mac.com  



 

 

 
Academy of Model Aeronautics 
Attention: NMPRA 
P.O. Box 3028 
Muncie, IN 47302-1028 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 First Class   
 Dated Material   
 To:   
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ENGINES PARTS ACESSORIES 
WWW.DUBJETT.COM 

713-680-8113 
JETTENGR@SBCGLOBAL.NET 

 


